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wind," as George calls it.   Happily indeed they found
themselves in sight of the other ships again when the
weather cleared.   This was on the I7th of July, "having
the evening before seen divers islands of floating ice
which gave an argument that we were not far from
land.    Our General, in the morning,  from the main
top, the weather being reasonably clear, descried land,
but to be better assured, he sent the two barks two con-
trary courses, whereby they might descry either the
South or North Foreland, the Aid lying off and on at
sea, with a small sail, by an island of ice, which was the
mark for us to meet together again."   And about noon,
he adds, they "made the North Foreland perfect." No
time was lost in getting down to business, which was to
dig gold.   "Our General15 the next day went ashore with
his "gold-finers" and showed them where the famous
black stone had been picked up.   But not a piece more
could they find-   They moved over to other islands, and
here, luckily for Frobisher's peace of mind, great store
of the ore was located.   It was late at night, the north-
ern twilight enabled them to find their way back, and
the ships welcomed him with a "volley of shot," though
whether this joyful gesture was to celebrate the cap-
tain's return, the discovery of the ore, or merely the
excellent eggs, fowl, and a young seal which came with
him, we are left to conjecture.
Besides the ore, Frobisher had observed signs of
native habitation. To guard himself from the risks of
the first encounters, he set off next day "with his best
company of gentlemen and soldiers, to the number of
forty persons,"^to explore. They landed on Hall's
Island, discovering more mines of "ore," and walked
up into the interior, ascending a high hill to select some
suitable harbour for the ships. Here Frobisher took
possession of the country in the Queen's name. The
men "made a column or cross of stones heaped up of a